Name: _______________________________
    BIOME: _________________________
Period: ______


Second Marking Period: Postcard Biome Project
Goal … Your task is research your assigned land biome, answer a series of facts about your biome, write a persuasive essay in three paragraphs, create the front to a picture perfect postcard,  and give a quick sales pitch to the class about your biome. 
Role … You are a young, lively, brand new travel agent for Lugmice-Tro Travels. Your boss ( Miss Lugerner) has just assigned you a rather difficult task. Since agency has hired you directly out of college, they are counting on your to seal the deal and sell as many trips as possible.  You need to prove to your boss that you can be successful in presenting the information to a large audience AND by mail in the form of a postcard. 
Audience … You need to convince your customers (your class)  that this vacation would be a terrific “get away” travel package. In order to do this, you need to discuss the weather conditions; the yearly precipitation & average temperature so the customers know what clothing to pack. You also will need to discuss the various plants and animals that are unique to your biome. As a new member of Lugmice-Tro Travels, you need to provide tips of travel and any other warnings that your customers might need to know. 
Situation … The challenge involves dealing with customers who have never traveled anywhere outside their hometown before. This group of Lugmice-Tro Travels customers are under the impression that everywhere on the planet is exactly the same as home. As a new agent, it is your job to introduce your customers to various land biomes and their related ecosystems. 
Product, performance, purpose … You will create a postcard in order to persuade customers to book a vacation to anywhere in your land biome.  You will stress to your customers that you are an expert about on biome and that you will help make their trip run smoothly. 
Standards for success … your work will be judged by a rubric which will be handed out

Group Part (worth a lab grade):  Each group will be assigned a land biome. They are responsible for answering a series of questions about their biome. They need to answer the questions specific to your biome that are listed in the chart below. You also need to answer the general biome questions. 
**** EACH group needs to print out a copy of the graphic organizer for themselves AND one for your boss (Miss Lugerner)
General biome questions are as follows:

1. List and briefly describe 5 animals in your biome. You must provide a picture of all 5 animals. 
2. List and briefly describe 5 plants in your biome. You must provide a picture of all 5 plants. 
3. State the yearly precipitation of your biome DIRECTLY FROM THE TEXTBOOK in centimeters and inches. 

4. Find 3 different websites that have DIFFERENT amounts for the yearly precipitation for your biome. LIST these values.       *** be sure to site the internet websites ****

5. State the average temperature of your biome in Fahrenheit (⁰F) and Celsius (⁰C) of your biome DIRECTLY FROM THE TEXTBOOK. 

6. Find 3 different websites that have DIFFERENT average temperatures for your biome. LIST these values.          *** be sure to site the internet websites ****

7. FUN FACTS – Your group is free to find any interesting or unusual information about your biome. You are responsible for LISTING 5-7 facts, minimum about your biome. REMEMBER you are trying to convince customers to travel to your biome. 
[ Go to mlugerner.com   -our classroom   -current worksheets    -postcard biome project in order to download the graphic organizer template for your biome ]

Specific questions about your biome:

	Tundra

1. Define Permafrost

2. Explain why it is important to the tundra

3. Define the two different types of tundra; polar and alpine
	Coniferous Forest

1. Where does the name coniferous come from?

2. What is special about the size of this biome?

3. What is another name for coniferous tree? -Talk about these trees
	Deciduous Forest
1. What is special about the seasons in this biome?

2. Where does the name deciduous mean?

3. What type of trees are in this biome?

	Tropical Rain Forest

1. Go through all the different levels of this biome.

2. This biome has the highest ‘what' out anywhere in the world?  Explain.


	Grassland/Savanna

1. What is another name for this biome?  What country did they originally come from?

2. Explain the difference between grassland and savanna?

3. Talk about the major grains and the plant life. 
	Desert

1. What adaptations do the plants and animals have to let them live there?

2. Name the world’s largest desert

3. Why is the desert very hot during the day cold at night?


Resources (worth a ½ quiz grade) You MUST list the internet resources that you used to find this information on your GROUP graphic organizer. The resources need to be a VALID and accurate internet site. [Therefore google.com, ask.com, wikipedia.org, etc are NOT reliable resources.] 

It is important to look for internet sites that include THREE MAJOR things:

1.  They end in any of the following .edu, .gov, .org.

2. An author is listed, hopefully with credentials 

3. A recent date of updating is posted 
*** A site with a tilde (~) in the address usually indicates that this page is maintained or created by an individual, rather than representing an organization, a business, or a school.
--Note ** ½ quiz grade will come from group presentation
Individual Part- The Postcard for Lugmice-Tro Travels- (worth a TEST grade):
 EACH STUDENT will take the all of the information obtained from your GROUP PART (which will be listed on the graphic organizer) and use it in order to complete this part of the project. You will create a postcard in order to persuade your customers to travel to your biome for vacation. 

1. The postcard will have TWO sides. 

2. FRONT

a. The LEFT side of the postcard will be a hand-drawn picture of your biome. 

i. It must include at least two animals and two plants from your biome. 

ii. THIS NEEDS TO BE appealing to your audience 

iii. Include the name of your biome

iv. Include a “catch phrase” about your biome

b. The RIGHT side of the postcard can be hand-drawn OR completed on the computer

i.  It must include a map of where your biome is located on the top right side
ii. You must fill the bottom right side with any TWO pictures of your choice. 
3. BACK

a. Three paragraph persuasive essay convincing your customers to travel to your biome. 
b. The essay MUST include facts from your graphic organizer

c. Must color the stamp in

d. Must list your name, biome, date, and period in the appropriate section 
